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Fuel wood, fodder and timber consumption status in a
forest fringe tribal society of Jharkhand

CHANDRAMOLLY AND M.A. ISLAM

ABSTRACT : The study examines the nature and extent of fuel wood, fodder and timber dependence in nearby forests by the
local people living in Rarha village of Ranchi district in Jharkhand, India. A field survey of 72 households from the village was
conducted for collecting primary data about the basic household’s attributes, dependency on fuel wood, fodder and timber and
consumption pattern of these forest resources through a well-structured pre-tested interview schedule, personal observations,
focus group discussion and participatory rural appraisal using multi-stage random sampling technique. Simple descriptive
methods are used to analyse the data. The investigation revealed that the consumption of fuel wood was maximum (50.94 qt
yr-1) by large farmers followed by medium farmers (40.95 qt yr-1) and least by small farmers (29.97 qt yr-1) and the fodder consumption
was also maximum (23.43 qt yr-1) among large farmers followed by medium farmers (21.90 qt yr-1) and least by small farmers (20.43
qt yr-1). Similarly, the maximum small timber consumption was recorded in large farmers (48.58 qt yr-1) followed by medium farmers
(42.54 qt yr-1) and least by small farmers (39.49 qt yr-1). As regards structural timber consumption, the amount consumed by large
farmers was calculated to be (28.85 qt yr-1), followed by medium farmers (26.31 qt yr-1) and least by small farmers (24.67 qt yr-1). The
forests are facing enormous pressure for securing the needs by the local people, posing great threat to the biodiversity and
environment. Therefore, the forest resources conservation through the intervention of alternative avenues is imperative to keep
pace with current development and future challenges in the village.
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